Trees & wreaths

It’s the day after Thanksgiving and Newport’s Beaver Pond Farm is ready for the holidays. Balsam, Frasier fir and spruce trees are resting on the wooden fence surrounding the red farm stand on the John Stark Highway. Handmade wreaths are hung here and there — on the fence, on the doors and posts of the little red building — and with shoppers ready to decorate their house for the holidays, the parking lot is a festive place to be. 

Beaver Pond Farm, located on nearby McDonough Road, has remained in the same family for more than 200 years. Today, the seventh generation of the founding farm family is working on the farm — Fred and Norma McDonough and their daughter and her husband, Becky and Bennie Nelson. It has grown from a tiny patch of vegetables sold at a pushcart on the lawn at the farm to the retail market built in 1989. 

Throughout the seasons, the farm and market offer a variety of vegetables, tap 2,500 maples for maple syrup production, have an acre and a half of pick-your-own raspberries and an acre of apples. “We raise as much as we can right at the farm for sale at the store,” says Becky. In the winter, Beaver Bond Farm offers Christmas trees — some raised at the farm and some cut in the local area — and handmade wreaths. 

The wreaths are showstoppers. Becky makes them herself, and she is teased by family members for being a stickler for full, fresh wreaths for decorating. “In the beginning, the farm bought wreaths from a gal up north who brought them by the dozens. I was never really happy with the quality or the freshness and about five years ago I bit the bullet, bought a wreath table and crimper, and taught myself to make wreaths,” Becky says. 

Becky’s motto is “thick and full.” She uses some waste brush from trimming the bases of the trees and three truck loads of brush cut specifically for the wreaths. “We use some branches — the top parts of large trees — that are actually rejected by most wreath makers. If you take a careful look at a pine tree, the bottom branches are what I call ‘flat brush’ with needles only on two sides of the branch. This is what most prefer,” she says. “I like the ‘round brush’ where the needles grow all the way around the branch. It makes a fuller, fluffier wreath.”

Wreaths are available from 12 inches up to 36 inches (finished 36-inch wreaths on a frame are actually 42 inches across). “We sell more than 100 wreaths a season, so it’s a lot of work for little old me alone,” Becky says. “I have one assistant at the market who makes a mean wreath, and I am training my kids to make them, too. I bought and installed another crimper last year, so we should be able to really crank them out this year!”
Here’s a list of places to find your holiday greenery this season:

Canaan

Balsam Ridge Tree Farm

31 Derush Road 

523-7023

Franklin

3 Rivers Wreath Company 

357 River Street Extension

934-1995

Hopkinton 

Scammon’s Tree Farm 

85 Apple Tree Lane
224-1630

Newbury

Shamrock Farm 

Scotch Hollow Road 

747-2457

Newport

Beaver Pond Farm

John Stark Highway

543-1107 (market)

542-7339 (farm)
www.beaverpondfarm.us

New London

Spring Ledge Farm

37 Main Street

526-6253
www.springledgefarm.com

